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February 1920, however, Estonia concluded a peace treaty with
Soviet Russia; the other Baltic States signed peace treaties with
her in the course of 1920.
SOVIET MOVES
The Supreme Council issued on December 8, 1919, a declaration
fixing a provisional eastern frontier, corresponding with that
suggested by the Russian Political Conference. Later this frontier
came to be known as the "Curzon line," from Lord Curzon's
Note to the Soviet, July n, 1920; it made the Bug Poland's
eastern boundary, and no Pole could accept it. In January 1920
Sazonoff expressed his approval of this frontier, and said that it
ought to serve as a basis for peace negotiations between Russia
and Poland. Chicherin, the Soviet Commissary for Foreign
Affairs, proposed on December 22, 1919, to Poland to begin
negotiations for peace, but the Polish Government made no
response, as it considered the message much too vague.
On January 29, 1920, the Soviet sent a formal Note to Warsaw
stating that it recognized "without reserve the independence and
sovereignty of the Polish republic," and requesting negotiations
for peace. On February 4 Poland replied that she took cognizance
of the Note, would examine the situation, and thereafter dispatch
her answer.
The situation of Poland vis-d-vis Soviet Russia really resolved
itself into the question: Could Poland trust the Soviet when the
World Revolution remained the chief plank in the Bolshevik
platform? Poland lay right across the path of the World Revolu-
tion, and the Poles suspected that the Soviet's proposal was made
to gain time. During 1919 the political and military position of the
Soviet had immensely improved; the counter-revolutionary armies
of Yudenitch, Kolchak and Denikin had been defeated, despite
the support of the Entente Powers. Huge quantities of new war
material supplied by the Allies fell into the hands of the Bol-
sheviks.
In 1919 the Soviet war with Poland had been a secondary
matter in presence of the struggle with the counter-revolutionary
armies, and that fact, as Pilsudski knew very well, accounted fo$